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he did not lose much more, even the whole of
Mesopotamia or even Assyria, for no army, how-
ever well led, was of permanent value against a
moving mass of men with unknowing and unthink-
ing thousands pressing from the rear. These
losses were far more than compensated by the
gaining of the fertile and beautiful valley of the
Nile. With this added, even though much was
lost, Esarhaddon left the Assyrian empire larger
aucl greater than it had ever been before. In bat-
tle and in siege, in war against the most highly
civilized peoples and in war upon barbarians,
Esarhaddon had been so successful that he must
rank with Sargon and Tiglathpileser III, and must
be placed far in advance of his father, Sennacherib.
In him, in spite of mercy shown a number of times,
there raged a fierceness and a thirst for blood and
revenge that remind us forcefully of Asshurnazir-
pal His racial inheritance had overcome his per-
sonal mildness*

In works of peace BO less than in war he was
great and successful. In the city of Nineveh he
restored and entirely rebuilt a great arsenal and
treasure-house which had already been restored
by Sennacherib.1 At Tarbis he began the erec-
tion, probably somewhat late in his reign, of a
great palace intended for the occupation of his son
Asshurbanapal. At Calah he also began an im-
mense palace, which remained unfinished when he
died. The excavated ruins reveal a ground plan

i Cylinder* A and 0, iv? 49-59,